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The foresight we have shown in wise protection and use of forests ensures 
that they will continue to contribute to a bright future. Although a third of 
the United States—some 737 million acres—is forested, such continued 
abundance was in doubt at the beginning of this century. Forests were dis­
appearing at an alarming rate, and timber famine was predicted. The forest 
conservation leadership of such people as President Theodore Roosevelt 
and the Nation's first trained forester, Gifford Pinchot, reversed that trend, 
leaving a legacy for which present and future generations can be deeply 
thankful. 

The conservation legacy demonstates that forests can be protected, while 
also being used for the economic and social benefit of mankind. Wood for 
our Nation's products is harvested from the vast forests but, like our food 
crops, new trees must be planted for the next generation. This simple, but 
critical, principle has proved its enduring worth beyond the dreams of the 
conservation pioneers. Each year we enjoy an abundance of harvest timber 
and, as a result, jobs for millions of workers in related industries. 

To promote greater awareness and appreciation for the multiple benefits of 
our forest resources to the United States and world economy, the Congress, 
by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 163], has designated the week beginning on 
the third Sunday in October as National Forest Products Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 21, 1984, as 
National Forest Products Week and request that all Americans express 
their appreciation for the Nation's forests through suitable activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5264 of October 18, 1984 

Lupus Awareness Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Systemic lupus erythematosus (also knowns as lupus or SLE] is an inflam­
matory disease of connective tissue, which can produce changes in the 
structure and function of the skin, joints, and internal organs. Most often 
found in young women, lupus affects more than 500,000 victims. Ninety per­
cent of these victims are women in the prime of life. 

In recent years, the outlook for lupus patients has improved due to exten­
sive and vigorous research. Positive results have emerged from studies un­
covering several diverse defects of the immune system and from research 
on genetic and environmental factors influencing the disease. Studies on es­
trogen metabolism, data systems development and epidemiology have been 
fruitful. Evaluations of the course and treatment of the disease and its com­
plications, and studies aimed at developing improved treatment, including 
new drugs and techniques, are all proving useful. 

In order for us to take advantage of the knowledge already gained, public 
awareness of the characteristics and treatment of lupus—and of the need 
for continuing scientific research—remains essential. The Federal govern-
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ment and private voluntary organizations have developed a strong and en­
during partnership committed to lupus research. I am confident that this 
concerted effort will ultimately uncover the cause and cure for this devas­
tating disease. 

In recognition of the need for greater public awareness of lupus, the Con­
gress, by Senate Joint Resolution 239, has designated the week of October 98 Stat. 230. 
21 through October 27, 1984, as "Lupus Awareness Week" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 21 through October 27, 
1984, as Lupus Awareness Week, and I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
ninth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5265 of October 18, 1984 

National Women Veterans Recognition Week, 1984 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1 am honored indeed to bring to the Nation's attention the remarkable con­
tributions of women veterans. During World War I, the service of women 
on active duty as nurses, shipyard personnel, and battlefield telephone op­
erators was indispensable. In World War II, women served in support and 
operational capacities around the world. Since World War II, women have 
been fully integrated into the military services. Today there are more than 
1.2 million women veterans. 

As active participants in America's defense, women serving in the Armed 
Forces have safeguarded our heritage. Their courage, selflessness, and dedi­
cation to duty deserve our deepest gratitude. Let us revere always the 
memory of those who gave their lives in military service; let us honor anew 
those who served valiantly on landing beaches, in field hospitals, and in 
prisoner-of-war camps. 

Our laws grant equal rights, privileges, and benefits to women veterans; 
and my Administration will continue to ensure that women veterans are af­
forded the benefits and services to which they are entitled. I know that all 
Americans join me in saluting these patriotic and dedicated women and in 
expressing the Nation's appreciation for their service. 

In order to show our appreciation for the contributions of women veterans, 
the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 227, has designated the week be- 98 Stat. 1685. 
ginning November 11, 1984, as "National Women Veterans Recognition 
Week" and authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning November 11, 1984, as 
National Women Veterans Recognition Week. 
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